
Yours Truly,

The Chamber started the year on the right foot with its annual Good News Luncheon Friday, Jan. 19 at the Gamber Center. Representatives 
from the City of Lee's Summit, Downtown Lee's Summit Main Street, the Chamber, the LS Fire Department and MCC-Longview among many 

others were in attendance to share their good news. Everyone left in a good mood, that's for certain!
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Bella Notte in Toscano! 

The Lee’s Summit Chamber is in full 
bloom as we prepare to celebrate with 
our closest friends at the 2024 Annual 
Gala!

On Saturday, Feb. 17, guests will 
experience a flare of Tuscany as they 
enjoy the beautiful sights, sounds and 
decorations of the evening. 

Delicious foods will be prepared along 
with tastes of fine wines, spirits and many 
beverages to choose from. 

And don’t forget about all of the auction items 
that you will have a chance to bid on and WIN! 

A huge thank you to SERVPRO of Lee’s Summit 
for being the Title Sponsor and to all our other 
sponsors who have assisted with putting on 
this beautiful annual event. 

If you haven’t registered yet, we still have a 
few tickets remaining and we’re still taking 
donations for our wine/spirits pull and the 
silent/live auction. 

Oh yeah, we have a football by Superbowl 
Champion Quarterback, Patrick Mahomes!! 

Salute!

Thanks!
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A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

"A huge thank 
you to SERVPRO 
of Lee's Summit 
for being the 
Title Sponsor 
of our Gala and 
to all our other 
sponsors who 
have assisted 
with putting on 
this beautiful 
annual event."
- Matt Baird, 
President

2



33

DEVELOPING LEE'S SUMMIT

We see the dirt moving and the 
construction signs at every corner of 
Lee's Summit so now it's time to hear 
directly from developers who are 
making this happen right here in our 
city.

Join us for our monthly membership 
luncheon Friday, Feb. 23 at Faulkner's 
Ranch.

The panel of speakers includes Matt 
Pennington, Drake Development, 
LLC; Michael VanBuskirk, Newmark 
Zimmer; Brandon Buckley, Lane4 
Property Group; and Joshua Johnson, 
City of Lee's Summit. 

Our moderater will be Rick Viar from 
Southern Bank. You won't want to 
miss this! 

Luncheon sponsored by Beyond 
Wealth Advisors.

Learn More About Exciting Projects in LS!
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ECONOMY, INVESTING & FINANCE.. OH MY!
Chamber Young Professionals to Host Feb. Luncheon

Finances can seem scary, 
especially when you're a 
young professional learning 
the ropes.

But Kelley Manning is here to 
help make it easier to figure 
out. Kelley has served in the 
financial services industry 
as a Financial Advisor since 
2003.

She works closely with 
each client to identify their 
financial goals to create a 
personalized financial plan 
that takes them on a journey 
from where they are today 
to where they want to be 
tomorrow. 

Join us Feb. 20 at Diametric 
Brewing Co. as we dive into 
this topic!

Matt Pennington, 
Drake Development, LLC

Michael VanBuskirk, 
Newmark Zimmer

Brandon Buckley, 
Lane4 Property Group

Joshua Johnson, 
City of Lee's Summit

Rick Viar,
Southern Bank



RIBBON CUTTINGS

The DRIP BaR
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Allstate Insurance - Jarrod 
Whitcomb
jwhitcomb@allstate.com	
(816) 875-4927	
agents.allstate.com/jarrod-whitcomb-
lees-summit-mo.html	 1483 SW 
Market St.

Birch House Clothing Co.
birchhouseclothingco@gmail.com
(816) 560-6552
Birchhouseclothingco.com
4072 SW Royale Ct.

Flourish Furniture Bank
amy@flourishfurniturebank.org
(913) 731-6046	
flourishfurniturebank.org
11971 Grandview Rd.

Jewell Orthodontics
abbye.jewell@gmail.com
(816) 287-1010
jewellorthodontics.com
2070 NW Lowenstein Dr. 

Let's Get Organized With Jenn
itstimetopurge123@gmail.com
(816) 885-1772
LetsGetOrganizedWithJenn.net

Pruter's Taekwondo Martial Arts 
Fitness
bethebest@pruterstkd.com
(816) 525-4300
www.pruterstkd.org
1479 SW Market St.

R.L. Ireland & Associates
ronald@rlirelandllc.com
(816) 550-5374

Royal Rolloffs
Service@royalrolloffs.com
(816) 565-6462
Royalrolloffs.com
210 SW Market St.

Salle Development
tyler@salleedevelopment.com
(816) 525-2981
salleedevelopment.com
PO Box 6437

Spectrum Reach
(816) 392-7725
9225 Indian Creek Pkwy.

Thrivent - Financial Advisor: Josh 
Laing
josh.laing@thrivent.com
(816) 854-9619
606 SW Blue Pkwy.

Total Body Fitness
deshae@totalbodyfitnesskc.com
(826) 403-4910
www.tbfitkc.com
3680 NE Akin Dr. #122

Worcester Financial
nalaiwat@worcester-investments.
com
(816) 210-5722
www.worcesterfinancial.com
720 Main St.

Your Mortgage Queen LLC
jill@jillunderwood.com
(913) 915-0150
www.JillUnderwood.com
5601 NE Northgate Xing

WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST CHAMBER MEMBERS
Jan. 1-31



2024 Sponsorships & Marketing Opportunities

As you plan your advertising for 2024, don’t forget the benefit of 
marketing through the Chamber.  Available only to our
members, you receive the exclusive opportunity to sponsor 
signature events, networking and advocacy events as well as
marketing through Chamber communications.

OPTIONS INCLUDE:  

Monthly Membership Luncheon: $350 
Sponsors will be listed on the online events calendar and inside 
the Chamber Link newsletters. A representative can speak 3-4 
minutes at the event, with two complimentary tickets plus the 
opportunity to place marketing materials at tables. With more 
than 100 in attendance, it's a prime spot for exposure.  

Chamber After Hours: $250
A lively networking event held at the sponsor's location. Get 
approximately 40 members in the doors of your business and 
showcase everything you have to offer. It's an ideal atmosphere 
to market your business to Chamber members.

Chamber Before Hours: $200
Sponsors host a caffeinated meet-and-greet session for early-

birds at their business. These easy-going events bring approxi-
mately 35 members into your business on average. It's a great 
way to promote your business to multiple members at once 
over a cup of coffee.

Recess For Success: $150 
Sponsors will be listed on the online events calendar and the 
Chamber Link newsletters. A representative will have the chance 
to speak 3-4 minutes at event  — plus have the opportunity to 
place marketing materials at tables. 

Chamber events reach a broad audience with opportunites to 
engage with other businesses, business owners, Lee’s Summit
residents and more. Sponsorships are a great way to show sup-
port and show off your business in the community.

We are currently securing sponsorships for 2024 with many 
spots already filled, so if you are interested or would like more
information, contact Megan Gray at 816.524.2424 or by email 
at mgray@lschamber.com.

PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS 



MEMBER NEWS ITEMS



ADP 2-4 MONTHS FREE IN 
FEBRUARY!
ADP is currently running a 2-4 month free promotion for 
any business who switches to Run powered by ADP for 
their payroll, timekeeping and HR needs. 

This includes two months free for all businesses or four 
months free for businesses with five or more employees. 
Please contact Eden.bruhns@ADP.com for more 
information. 

MASCOT JUNCTION RANKS 56TH 
FASTEST GROWING COMPANY IN THE KC 
BUSINESS JOURNAL FAST 50 LIST
Mascot Junction came in at the 56th fastest growing company in 
the Kansas City Business Journal's Fast 50 list published this past 
Summer. 

Established eight years ago, Mascot Junction recently doubled their 
office space at their Bayberry Business Center headquarters to 
support the growth, and are actively looking for graphic designers 
to fill temporary positions from April through September to help 
with their busy season. A customer service representative position 
is also open. 

Mascot Junction sells custom designed posters, banners and signs 
to schools all across the nation. Their unique niche is in helping 
schools use their mascot as a role model to teach positive behavior 
and character traits. The company has more than 30,000 cartoon 
illustrations of kid-friendly mascots demonstrating things like 
washing hands, flushing toilets, sharing toys, etc. 

Dave Thompson, President/Founder, reflected "We are in the 
business of helping kids make better decisions, for a better life, and 
a better world. It's very exciting and gratifying to be a part of this 
and watch it take off."
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MEMBER RENEWALS
The following are this month’s renewals and  
the number of years they’ve been members:
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THANK YOU!
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Lee's Summit High School .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                       26
Lee's Summit Elementary .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   26
Unity Village.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                               26
Bernard C. Campbell Middle School .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   28
Meadow Lane Elementary.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                       34
Prairie View Elementary.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   34
Discover Vision Centers-Lee's Summit .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                39

Take in the Italian vistas at the Chamber's annual Gala Saturday, Feb. 17 
2024 at the Pavilion at John Knox Village! 

The annual gala is not only a Chamber fundraiser, but also the funnest night 
of the year with the finest Tuscan cuisine, live music, entertainment and a 
live and silent auction. 

Ticket sales have closed but we have plenty of opportunities for members 
to get involved!

Several volunteer spots remain open. Volunteers will have the opportunity 
to make a difference while networking and enjoying fun entertainment and 
pleny of photo opportunities!

To volunteer, sign up at lschamberevents.com or contact Megan Gray, Direc-
tor of Special Events, at mgray@lschamber.com. 



Promote Your Business & Amplify Your Reach

Gain excellent exposure during a Healthcare Forum & Expo at the Cham-
ber’s Monthly Membership Luncheon from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Friday, 
March 15 at Abundant Life Core Building (402 SW Persels Rd.).
 
Those interested in displaying marketing materials during the expo may 
pay $150 to reserve an entire 8' table or $85 for half a table. 

Each table reservation includes one luncheon ticket. Additional tickets 
may be purchased separately for $30 each. 

 Table setup will be from 10:30-11 a.m. Friday, March 15. Due to limited 
capacity, 15 tables are available on a first-come, first-served basis. Vendor 
space is subject to approval based on relevance to forum content. 
 
For more information, contact Cathy Young, Director of Financial Services, 
at cyoung@lschamber.com.  

HEALTHCARE FORUM & EXPO

11 a.m. | Friday, March 15 | Abundant Life Core Building



PLENTY OF OPPORTUNITIES TO NETWORK 
Register online at lschamber.com!

CHAMBER BEFORE HOURS 
Home Instead 
7:30-8:30 a.m. | Feb. 27 | 233 SE Main St. 
Start your morning off on the right foot as you enjoy 
breakfast treats at Home Instead. Come learn about this 
incredible business as you network with business leaders 
from across the metro! 
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ANNUAL GALA 
Bella Notte in Tuscano 
5-10 p.m. | Feb. 17 | The Pavillion at John Knox Village 
Enjoy a magnificent evening spent under the Tuscan stars during the 
Chamber's annual gala. Enjoy a Live & Silent Auction, a delicious Italian 
meal and some special surprises throughout the evening!

ECONOMY, INVESTING  
& FINANCE.. OH MY! 
Chamber Young Professionals 
11:30 a.m.| Feb. 20 | Diametric Brewing Co. 
Finances don't have to be scary! Join Kelley Manning of 
Beyond Wealth Advisors as she dives into the economy, 
investing and finance. You don't want to miss this! 

DEVELOPING LEE'S SUMMIT 
Monthly Membership Luncheon 
11:30 a.m to 1 p.m. | Feb. 23 | Faulkner's Ranch 
Hear updates about some exciting development projects in 
Lee's Summit straight from the developers themselves! You 
won't want to miss this. 

 Sponsored by Beyond Wealth Advisors.

RECESS FOR SUCCESS 
AI in the Workplace 
4-5:15 p.m. | Feb. 6 | Missouri Innovation Campus 
Join Fisher Phillips attorney Lauren Sobaski as she explores 
the latest applications and opportunities for AI in the 
workplace. 

Sponsored by American Family Insurance - Brian Hubert. 

HEALTHCARE FORUM & EXPO



On April 2, Lee's Summit voters will cast their ballots in the Municipal 
Election to elect four Councilmembers, a new Municipal Judge and two 
LSR-7 School Board Members.

The Lee's Summit Chamber will host two candidate forums in March 
where you'll learn about the candidates and where they stand on im-
portant issues facing the community. Join us to get a better idea of what 
their vision is for Lee's Summit.

To ensure the community is fully engaged in this forum, the event will be 

recorded and shared on Facebook and YouTube as well as posted on the 
Chamber’s website.

All events are free and open to the public and give residents the oppor-
tunity to learn more about the candidates running for office.

During each of the forums we will allow time for questions from the 
public. If you have a question for the candidates, we invite you to submit 
them to Matt Baird, Chamber President, at mbaird@lschamber.com.  

 
LSR-7 CANDIDATE FORUM

Wednesday, March 6 | 6:30-8:30 p.m. | MIC 

CANDIDATES:
•	 Dan Blake
•	 Bill Haley

•	 Reuben Mitchell 
•	 Stacie Myers

•	 Rodrick King Sparks
•	 Juanice Williams

 
CITY COUNCIL/MUNICIPAL JUDGE  

CANDIDATE FORUM
Wednesday, March 13 | 6:30-8:30 p.m. | MIC

CANDIDATES:
•	 District 1  — Hillary Shields

•	 District 2 — Trish Carlyle, Shari Frazier, Bob Gough
•	 District 3 — Cynda Rader
•	 District 4 — Fred DeMoro 

MUNICIPAL JUDGE:
•	 Sam Buccero

•	 Venessa Maxwell Lopez



Chamber's New Quarterly Workshop Series
BUSINESS AND BAGELS 

Experience a new series of educational and interactive workshops designed 
to help businesses thrive in a diverse environment. Discover how you can 
grow your business to wider audiences and take advantage of the opportu-
nities that are available within our community. 

TOP 5 WAYS BUSINESSES CAN BE  
WELCOMING IN 2024 
 
Thursday, March 21
With Robin Todd, Mindful Momentum

GAIN AN UNDERSTANDING OF FINANCIAL 
OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE TO SMALL 
BUSINESSES 
 
Thursday, June 13
A panel discussion with:
•	 Jared Reeves, Country Club Bank
•	 Lynn Hinkle, Great Southern Bank
•	 Theodis Watson, CrossFirst Bank
•	 Joan Vande Voort, Bank Midwest
•	 Ben Plank, CommunityAmerica Credit Union

LEARN HOW TO BUILD A RELATIONSHIP 
WITH ONE OF THE FASTEST-GROWING 
DEMOGRAPHICS 
 
Thursday, Sept. 19
With speakers:
•	 Carlos Gomez, President of the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of 

Greater Kansas City
•	 Beto Lopez, Lee's Summit Mayor Pro Tem

DEMYSTIFY THE GRANT-MAKING  
SELECTION, PROCESS AND TIMELINE AS IT 
RELATES TO ISSUES OF DEI 
 
Thursday, Dec. 19
A panel discussion with:
•	 Dr. Elaine Metcalf, Pro Deo Youth Center
•	 Trisha Drape, Kauffman Center for the Performing Arts
•	 Rachelle Walker, Mazuma Credit Union
•	 Sherie Small, Spectrum Reach  - "Pay it Forward" Program

8-8:30 a.m. | Check-in, Bagels & Coffee
8:30-10 a.m.  | Workshop

Bridge Space Event Space | 210 SW Market St.

Coming in 2025...

HOW CAN YOUR 
BUSINESS CREATE A 
FOUNDATION THAT 
SHOWS A CULTURE 

OF CARING?

Register Now At Lschamber.com/Events
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The Lee's Summit Chamber of Commerce Education 
Committee awards five $1,000 scholarships each year to 
graduating high school seniors who have demonstrated a 
strong work ethic, commitment to community involve-
ment and an endless pursuit of growth and improvement 
in all aspects of their lives. 

One scholarship winner is selected from each of the three 
Lee's Summit public high schools, one from a Lee's Sum-
mit private high school, and one from a school outside 
the district.  

The scholarships must be used within the same year they 
are received. 

TRADES SCHOLARSHIP

Thanks to generous donors, the Chamber will offer a Trades Scholarship 
for a qualifying high school senior in 2024. 

Eligible areas of vocational training include the construction trades 
(plumbing, electrical, carpentry and HVAC technician) as well as the culi-
nary arts, cosmetology, automotive technology, agriculture, landscaping, 
medical, and other certificates from an accredited institution or program. 
 
SCHOLARSHIP REQUIREMENTS  

*Does not reflect all Trades Scholarship requirements; please see ap-
plication for more information.  

Applying students should be:
•	 Pursuing a higher education degree from an accredited institution
•	 Have a minimum 3.0 cumulative, unweighted GPA at 7th semester
•	 Have at least one parent or guardian working for a company/or-

ganization that is a member in good standing of the Lee's Summit 
Chamber of Commerce or be a student working for a Chamber 
member. 

The deadline to apply for a 2024 scholarship is 5 p.m. on Feb. 24, 
2024. For more information, please contact Megan Gray at mgray@
lschamber.com. 

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 
Your senior could be eligible to win an $1,000 scholarship!



The Lee's Summit Chamber is excited to announce its inaugural Excel-
lence in Business Awards! This achievement is awarded to a business that 
you think goes above and beyond with the service they provide. Perhaps 
it's their community leadership, the care and compassion they show to 
others or the excellent business practices they reflect each and every day. 
Self-nominations are accepted. 

For Consideration, Businesses Must:
•	 Be a Lee's Summit Chamber member in good standing
•	 Exhibit service to the community and the Chamber
•	 Employ a commitment to good business practices

To recognize a business, contact Matt Baird, Chamber President, at 
mbaird@lschamber.com. Recognize a business by Feb. 29, 2024. Once 
the process is closed, applications will be thoroughly reviewed and 

recipients will be showcased at the Chamber's Monthly Membership 
Luncheon in April.  

RECOGNIZE A BUSINESS!
Chamber Announces Inagural Excellence in Business Awards

• Doors
• Windows
• Carpentry
• Drywall

Mr. Handyman®  
Services:

• Ceiling 
• Floors
• Bathrooms
• Patios

• Siding
• Gutters
• Kitchens
• Painting

• Decks
• Fixtures
• Basements
• Much More!

676 SE Bayberry Ln Ste 102
Lee’s Summit MO 64063816-319-2500
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EVENTS THIS 
MONTH 2024 Partners

PLATINUM
Country Club Bank

Kelly Construction Group
Saint Luke's Health System
SERVPRO of Lee's Summit

GOLD
Bill Fry the Plumbing Guy

Great Southern Bank
Raintree Village
Security Bank

Tingle Flooring
University of Central Missouri - Lee's Summit

SILVER
AFC Heating and Cooling
Beyond Wealth Advisors

Budget Blinds of Lee's Summit
CEAH Real Estate Services, LLC
Central Bank of the Midwest

CommunityAmerica Credit Union
Creative Planning
Door Systems, Inc

Emprise Bank
Equity Bank

GEHA
John Knox Village

Kansas City Cannabis Co. 
KC Dumpster Company LLC

Lee's Summit Medical Center
MO Association of Trial Attorneys

Performance Foodservice
Rocktops Granite

Salvus TG, LLC
Southern Bank

Spilker McKeone & Nelson PC
Sterling Bank of Kansas City

BRONZE
AlphaGraphics Lee's Summit/Belton

B&T Specialties, LLC
BV Contracting Solutions

Checklist Media
Chinnery Evans & Nail, P.C.
Developing Potential, Inc.

Diffactory
Dyer Oil Graphics

Exterior Plus Roofing
First Federal Bank

Johnny's Tavern Lee's Summit
Level Up Concrete Lifting, LLC

LifeGoals Strategies Group/ Rodney Loesch CFP
Midwest Property Resources
Missouri Central Credit Union

Mr. Appliance of Lee's Summit and Raymore
Mr. Handyman of Lee's Summit, Raymore & 

Grandview
Parker Swearngin, LLC

Simmons First National Bank
TPC Interiors, Inc.

Unity Village
Ward Development

Please note: All events are subject to 
change. Please visit LSchamber.com 
for the most up-to-date information.

February 1
•	 8 a.m., Health & Human Services Committee, Lee's Summit Medical 

Center

February 6
•	 9:30 a.m., New Member Orientation, Chamber Office

•	 4 p.m., Recess for Success, Missouri Innovation Campus

February 7
•	 3 p.m., Ambassador Committee Meeting, Mid-Continent Public Library 

Colbern Rd. Branch
•	 3:30 p.m., Prospective New Member Expo, Mid-Continent Public Library 

Colbern Rd. Branch 
 

February 13
•	 8 a.m., Leadership Lee's Summit, Closed Meeting 

 
February 14

•	 8 a.m., Business Development Council, Chamber Office

February 15
•	 8 a.m., Executive Committee Meeting, Chamber Office

•	 9 a.m., Ribbon Cutting: Westlake Ace Hardware, 3511 SW Market St.
•	 3:30 p.m., Military Affairs Committee, American Legion 

 
February 17

•	 6 p.m., Annual Gala: Bella Notte in Tuscano, The Pavillion at John Knox 
Village

February 19
•	 CHAMBER OFFICE CLOSED

February 20
•	 11 a.m., Diversity and Inclusion Committee, Bridge Space

•	 11:30 a.m., Chamber Young Professionals Luncheon, Diametric Brewing 
Co.

February 21
•	 8:30 a.m., Education Committee Meeting, KD's Books

•	 Noon, Board of Directors Meeting, TBD 
 

February 23
•	 7:30 a.m., Governmental Relations Committee Meeting, Missouri 

Innovation Campus
•	 11:30 a.m., Monthly Membership Luncheon, Faulkner's Ranch 

 
February 27

•	 7:30 a.m., Chamber Before Hours, Home Instead 
 

February 28
•	 11 a.m., Young Professionals Committee Meeting, Chamber Office


